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CP  always  top  priority  for  Bethel  Church 


a  member  of  Bethel 
Church  for  48  years 
and  currently  serves  as 
treasurer,  said  the  con- 

{jregation  feels  strong- 
y  mat  CP  is  worthy  of 

more  than  a  responsibility.  tneir  support. 

"I'd  say  it's  the  lifestyle  of  "We  nave  always 
the  church,  passed  down  from  had  a  core  group  of 
generation  to  generation,"  said  people  who  felt  that  if 
^mes  Edwards,  the  church's  we're  going  to  be  a 
bivocational  pastor  for  nearly  part  of  Yalobusha 
nine  years.  "It's  the  spirit  of  the  Association,  the 
church.  We  don't  ask  ourselves  Mississippi  Baptist 
r  we  can  afford  it;  we  Convention,  and  the 
this  is  what  the  Lord  Southern  Baptist 
;S  to  do."  Convention,  we  need 

1  Womble,  who  has  been  to  financially  support 

those  programs. 

"Bethel  is  a  missions- 
minded  church,  and 
that's  where  we  get  our 

Global  Missions,  SBC  CP  focus.  When  people 

^^$10,682,942  join  the  church,  they 
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state  Benevolent 
Institutions 
$2,265,634 


Management  & 
Communication 
$2,059,501 


Church  Growth 
Ministries 
$3,167,841^ 


church's 

budget  sheet  lists  portion  of  what  the  Lord  has 
their  15%  contribu-  provided  for  them,  and  church- 
tion  to  CP  at  the  very  es  should  do  the  same,"  said 
top.  For  Bethel  deacon  Buster  Jackson,  a 
Church,  which  aver-  church  member  for  32  years, 
ages  about  SOpeople  Jackson  said  though  the 
in  Sunday  ^hool,  church  has  seen  many  cnanges 
that  means  afmost  and  church  leadership  has 
$20,000  will  be  given  rotated  through  the  years,  CP 
to  CP  this  year  support  has  remainecf  constant, 
before  any  other  Jackson  believes  the  church's 
es  are  considered.  emphasis  on  missions  is  an 

important  factor. 

in  recent  years,  the  church 
has  sent  mission  teams  to 
Central  America  and  raised 
more  than  $10,000  for  a  fledg¬ 
ling  church  in  Nicaragua.  They 
are  also  deeply  involve  in  local 


State  MisslonH 
Evangelism 
$6,114,484 


Mh  Education 
$6,232,290 


2000-2001  Cooperative  Program  Giving  Record 


Mission  Causes 


Beyond  Mississippi 

International  Mission  Board 
North  American  Mission  Board 
Other  SBC  Ministries 

Subtotal 


Within  Mississippi 

State  Missions  &  Evangelism  5,187,060  5,586,036 

Christian  Education  in  Mississippi  6,297,558  6,092,872 

Church  Growth  Ministries  2,996,374  2,743,983 

State  Benevolent  Ministries  2,030,861  2,131,723 

MBC  Management  &  Communication  2,373,801  2,832,447 

Subtotal  18,885,654  19,387,061 

Total  Cooperative  Program  Gifts  $28,927,438  $29,826,248 
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Mississippi  Baptist  CP  Century  Club 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$25,000  &  BELOW 


Church/ Assckiactios 

BERWICK/MISSISSIPPI 

ENON/WINSTON 

MERIGOLD/MID-DELTA 

TYRO/NORTHWEST 

BLUE  SPRINGS/UNION  COUNTY 

HEBRON/PONTOTOC 

SHILOH/CARROLL 

NEW  FELLOWSHIP/JASPER 

PROVIDENCE/ITAWAMBA 

LAKEVIEW/WASHINGTON 

CP  Gifts 
$6,604 
$4,697 
$2,720 
$2,249 
$2,173 
$2,093 
$2,069 
$2,031 
$1,946 
$1,881 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 

$25,000  - 

$39,999 

Church/Associatios 

CP  Gifts 

PROVIDENCE/BENTON-TIPPAH 

$5,718 

CENTER  RIDGE/KEMPER 

$5,625 

ENON/PANOLA 

$4,248 

HARMONY/PEARL  RIVER 

$4,227 

PLEASANT  RIDGE/CALHOUN 

$3,830 

UNION  CHAPEL/LEE 

$3,808 

FELLOWSHIP/PIKE 

$3,564 

WEST/HOLMES 

$3,551 

EBENEZER/MISSISSIPPI 

$3,527 

UNION/FRANKLIN 

$3,488 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 

$40,000  - 

$54,999 

Church/Associatios 

CP  Gifts 

NEW  HOPE/JONES 

$7,833 

LOLLARS  GROVE/WEBSTER 

$7,045 

CROSBY/MISSISSIPPI 

$6,499 

LIBERTY/WINSTON 

$6,440 

FAYETTE/UNION 

$6,297 

UNITY/GREENE 

$6,079 

OAK  GROVE/YAZOO 

$5,974 

PALMETTO/LEE 

$5,812 

ELON/NOXUBEE 

$5,783 

LINN/MID-DELTA 

$5,776 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 

$55,000  -  $74,999 

Church/Association  CP  Gifts 

NEW  HOPEAVEBSTER  $13,595 

PLEASANT  HILL/UNION  COUNTY  $9,772 

SABOUC  LA/CALHOUN  $8,915 

LIBERTY/LAUDERDALE  $8,820 

OLDTOWN/CALHOUN  $8,748 

MYRTLE/UNION  COUNTY  $8,209 

OLIVE/PEARL  RIVER  $8,175 

MT  PISGAH/CARROLL  $7,988 

LIBERTY/CARROLL  $7,941 

CONCORD/CALHOUN  $7,840 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 

$75,000  -  $99,999 


Church/Assooation 
BIG  CREEK/CALHOUN 
CHERRY  CREEK/PONTOTOC 
CALVARY/WINSTON 
RIVERSIDEAVAYNE 
CONCORD/YAZOO 
ROCK  HILL/RANKIN 
WEST  SALEM/GREENE 
SHUBUTVCLARKE 
CALVARY/NEWTON 
MCCOOL/ATTALA 


CP  Gifts 
$18,281 
$18,038 
$13,530 
$13,121 
$12,325 
$11,754 
$11,740 
$11,322 
.$10,917 
$10,722 


2002  CP  Missions 
^^Xhecklist 

Steps  for  Planning  Your  Church's 
Cooperative  Program  Sunday 

d  Designate  a  Sunday 

April  1 4,  2002,  is  the  official  date  on  the  denom¬ 
inational  calendar,  but  your  church  may  choose 
any  Sunday  that  is  appropriate.  The  resources 
are  undated  and  available  year-round, 

d  Duplicate  the  Cooperative 
Pivgram 

Your  churc 

is  availa^l^l^ppviQIg^ 
gnsf5t«q^^ 
r  understand  an 
r  ^print-ouNfO 
sion  (800)  74 


g'vin, 

Mis 


11651, 


giving  record 
isert.  The 
h  mem- 
mission 
Marler  in 
.231. 


Church  Offering  Categoriea  baaed  on  Total  CIfU  reported  on  the 
Annual  Church  Profile  {October  2000- September  2001) 


d  CH||y  Hu  CalendpH^  Poller 

A  mislrons\alenNn(MS  your  this  year.  It 
reminds  us  to  pray  datty*foe^j?we  who  serve  as 
missionaries  and  for'thOSC  uod  may  call  out  this 
year.  Posters  are  great  for  missions  awareness. 
Order  extras  as  you  need  them, 

d  Declare  Your  Partnership  with 
Mlsiliilppl  Baptists 

A  sermon  from  the  pastor  is  a  key  ingredient  in 
building  a  missions-minded  church.  A  testimony 
from  a  church  member  who  has  participated  in 
a  missions  project  or  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  conferencce  helps  personalize  the 
Cooperative  Program, 

d  Determine  Next  Year's  Support 

Your  church  financial  leadership  group  can 
become  a  partner  in  missions  by  prayerfully 
considering  an  increase  in  Cooperative  Program 
gifts  and  making  that  recommendation  at  the 
appropriate  time  during  budget  planning. 


Cooporattv  Prognm  Qlftt  an  actual  racalpta  poatad  by 
tha  MlaalaaIppI  BapUat  Convention  Board  from 
October  2000-Saptambar  2001 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$100,000  -  $149,999 

Church/Associatios  CP  Gifts 

SKENE/MID-DELTA  $34,001 

CAUSEYVILLE/LAUDERDALE  $23,073 

CALVARY/LAWRENCE  $22,241 

CLIFF  TEMPLE/ADAMS  $21,603 

CLEAR  CREEK/LAFAYETTE  $21 ,1 29 

FBC  ANGUILLA  INC/SHARKEY-ISSAQ  $1 7,849 
BETHEL/YALOBUSHA  $17,813 

CENTER  RIDGE/YAZOO  $17,288 

UNION/CLARKE  $17,186 

FBC  BUDE/FRANKLIN  $17,148 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$150,000 -$249,999 

Church/Associatios  CP  Gifts 

CARROLLTON/CARROLL  $51,478 

FBC  ROLLING  FORK/SHARKEY-ISSAQ  $37,126 
TERRY'S  CREEK/PIKE  $35,220 

DUMAS/BENTON-TIPPAH  $33,747 

CROWDER/NORTH  DELTA  $33,408 

SPRINGFIELD/SCOTT  $32,949 

NEW  PROSPECT/LINCOLN  $32,437 

CATO/RANKIN  $31,570 

HARMONTOWN/LAFAYETTE  $31,352 

RAWLS  SPRINGS/LEBANON  $30,124 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 
$250,000  -  $499,999 

•  « 

Church/Associatios  CP  Gifts 

FBC  HOLLY  SPRINGS/MARSHALL  $73,515 

NORTH  COLUMBIA/MARION  $68,886 

NEW  HEBRON/iAWRENCE  $61,503 

FBC  RICHTON/PERRY  $59,614 

CALVARY  STARKVILLE/GOLDEN  TRIANGLE  $57,706 
HICKORY/NEWTON  $55,790 

FBC  MAGNOLIA/PIKE  $54,909 

FBC  UNION/NEWTON  $52,337 

PELAHATCHIE/RANKIN  $50,696 

LIBERTY/MISSISSIPPI  $50,692 


CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 

$500,000  -  $999,999 

Church/Associatios  CP  Gifts 

FBC  WINONA/MONTGOMERY  $166,064 

FBC  HOUSTON/CHICKASAW  $122,524 

BRIAR  HILL/RANKIN  $121,966 

MIDWAY/LAUDEROALE  $113,996 

FBC  GRENADA/NORTH  CENTRAL  $1 1 2,1 83 

FBC  RIPLEY/BENTON-TIPPAH  $105,754 

OAKHURST/NORTH  DELTA  $105,256 

HERNANDO/NORTHWEST  $101,523 

FBC  PURVIS/LAMAR  $101,297 

FBC  NEWTON/NEWTON  $100,343 

CHURCH  OFFERING  CATEGORY: 

$1,000,000  &  ABOVE 


Church/Asscxiatios 
FBC  JACKSON/METRO 
FBC  BRANDON/RANKIN 
COLONIAL  HEIGHTS/METRO 
CALVARY/LEE 

MORRISON  HEIGHTS/METRO 

BROADMOOR/METRO 

HARRISBURG/LEE 

PINELAKE/RANKIN 

FBC  CLINTON/METRO 

FAIRVIEW/GOLDEN  TRIANGLE 


CP  Gifts 

$873,575 

$449,245 

$377,746 

$355,541 

$286,704 

$283,735 

$281,627 

$271,543 

$268,036 

$238,500 


Church  Offering  Categories  baaed  on  Total  Gifts  reported  on  the 
Annual  Church  ProfUc  (October  2000-September  2001) 


Church  using  CP  to  reach  local  Muslims 


ROCHESTER, 
Minn.  (BP)  — 
"Muslims  aren't  the 
easiest  people  to 
reach  i  with  the 
Gospel,  but  that 
doesn't  mean  it's 
okay  to  pass  them 
by,'  says  George 
Ray,  pastor  of 
Emmanuel  Church 
in  Rochester,  Minn. 

"We  do  a  lot  of 
door-to-door  visit¬ 
ing,  and  as  we  visit 
with  Muslims,  for 
the  most  part  we 
have  not  found  a 
way  to  help  them  be 


pastor 

the  they 

receive  as 

Savior, 

them  to  grow  as  a 

Christian, 

then  after  a  year  or 

sending 

also 

wanting  them  to 

feel  a 

come 

ship  our 

church 

America,"  con- 

^ '■’  ' want 

them  to  go  back  to 

■HP!f^  '’'  ''--'^^vl  their  homeland  and 

be  friends 

PILING  ON  —  Young  people  at  Emmanuel  Church  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  enjoy  a  game  of  pil-  America." 
ing  on  during  an  after-church  fellowship.  Emmanuel  Church  is  seeking  to  reach  Muslims  in  Emmanuel 

Church  allocates 

-  $400  a  year  for 

jne-  ESL  out  of  its  total  5244,419  churcn  budget, 
the  "I  think  a  church  needs  to  assess  its 
in  community,"  Pastor  Ray  said.  "If  the 
need  is  apparent,  ESL  is  an  excellent, 
ises  inexj>ensive  and  very  productive  way  of 
the  both  teaching  English  and  sharing  the 
the  Gospel  with  individuals." 


The  spiritual 
condition  of 
the  church 

"Our  church,  Crowder,  has 
a  loi^  history  of  giving.  We 


give  25%  of  our  undesignated 
gifts  to  the  Cooperative 
Program.  In  the  Delta,  we  real¬ 
ly  struggle,  but  pec^le  st^  up 


"I've  pastured  Crowder  for 
four  ye^.  None  of  our  pro¬ 
grams  have  sidfered  because 
^  our  giving  to_^tfie 
Cooperative  ProgpwL  There 
was  a  man  who  came  badrio 
our  church  after  fci^  years, 
mw  jjh#  needs  tocally,  and 
a  'Good 
Saoiaf^^  fiiridl  an  endows 
mem.  Whelp  us  in  our  local 
work,  it  was  a  great  ea^xur^ 
il^miem  to  our  people.''  ' 

'I  believe  VM  can  tell  lire 
spirhual  comfition  of  a  chunat 


men  a  couple  ot  vears  ago  came  several 
times  for  both  Bible  study  and  worship 
before  leaving  the  area.  Two  other  men  at 
present  are  attending  worship. 

Muslims  are  not  the  only  people  on 
which  Emmanuel  Church  focuses.  This 
church  in  the  city  known  internationally  for 
Mayo  Clinic  has  a  40-year  history  of  reach- 
ingout  locally,  regionally,  and  globally. 

The  congregation,  where  nearly  200 
people  attend  worship  each  Sunday,  at 
present  sponsors  eight  mission  congrega¬ 
tions,  English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL) 
classes  that  have  at  least  40  people 
enrolled,  and  a  highly  developed  visita¬ 
tion  program  based  on  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources'  GROW  program. 

For  years  the  Rochester  congregation 
has  given  147o  of  undesig¬ 
nated  receipts  to  thef”^^  a* 
Cooperative  Program  ^  J 

(CP)  Missions  for 
Southern  Baptist  missions  ''  ^ 

outreach  globally  and  BRANT  HI 

nationally;  another  7%  is  gray  sea  will 
given  to  Pioneer  uiwn  are  dl 
Association;  and  1.5%  is  Churdi  from 
designated  for  its  local  The  stone 
mission  congregations.  gation  meeli 
"We're  able  to  participate  not  the  reaem 
in  so  many  different  things  Baptists  stpl 
that  Southern  Baptists  do  eanyconvdt 
and  support  so  many  mis-  transients  MH 
sionaries  through  our  coop-  abuse,  and  a ; 
erative  efforts,"  church  Thm  a  re* 
member  Sarah  Williamson  summer  rent 
said.  "If  we  didn't  have  the  Marshfi^  « 
Cooperative  Program  and  communitiM 
triecf  to  do  missions  on  our  Boston,  25  mi 
own,  we  certainly  couldn't  Like  Plyn 
do  very  much."  about  15  l 

Williamson  has  been  where  PilggA 
involved  with  Emmanuel's  the'  New  111 
ESL  program  since  it  was  Victory  C 
started  in  1968,  serving  as  the  become  a  nS 
director  for  about  20  vears.  conuntmit]|UI 
"I  feel  like  it's  what  the  Mendrew 
Lord  wants  me  to  do,"  she  20,000  panil 
said.  "We  have  a  lot  of  inter-  the  Manlm 
nationals  here  in  Rochester,  well  as  thl^ 
ESL  is  something  we  can  do  to  be  thdlt 
to  help  them  and  have  a  wit-  said  Pastor  * 
ness  to  them."  .  who  also 

Hundreds  of  people  —  insurance  l|0 
mostly  wives  of  professionals  Accorctel 
working  at  Mayo  Clinic  or  \^ctotylpbM 
IBM  —  mm  48  nations  have  one  pcnioiU 
participated  in  Emmanuel's  famify  at 
uL  classes,  which  are  not  somepBig  bM 
overtly  Christian  in  curricu-  haaripiMfl 
lum.  However,  appropriate 
segments  of  the  widely  used  alwa^.mm 
"Jesus"  film  are  shown  at 


ktTtmAAeWodi 


'Tecmle  around  the  world  are  drawn  to  "It's  die  duudi  voting  on  this,  not  my 
God^  love  by  peofdevdto  already  have  diat  puahii^  for  it,"  Remkk  said.  The  churcn 
love,  and  the  more  of  that  love  you  share,  nas  inaeased  its  CP  Missions  giv^ 
the  mov^ou  have  to  share  —  ana  to  keep.  nnoe  Remidc  was  called  as  p^tor  in  19^.  It 
'The  Cmpeiative  Program  (CP  Missions)  has  increased  assodational  giving  by  67o  in 
works  die  same  way,"  he  continued,  diat  same  time  period. 

"Without  the  broad  vinon  of  CP  missions,  "We  just  feh  this  was  what  God  wanted 
you  have  timnd  vision  that  limits  you.  l^di  us  to  do,  as  we  saw  God  providing  for  our 
It  you  can  see  that  the  more  you're  ^>le  to  needs,"  the  pastor  added, 
give,  the  more  you  will  be  Messed."  Ray  Allen,  now  director  of  stewardship 

A^ctory  dedicates  16%  of  its  oHerii^  to  and  evangelism  for  die  New  JE^land 
Cocroerative  Program  (CP)  Missions  for  Bi^itist  Convention,  started  Victory  Cnurch 
Soumem  Baptist  misnon  wmk  around  the  in  1981.  Bob  and  Brenda  Remick  and  dieir 
world,  8%  to  die  Greater  Boston  Baptist  three  children,  dien  members  at  Duxbuiy 
ArecKiation,  and  5%  to  Trans  World  Radio.  (Mass.)  Church,  offered  to  help  since  Boo 


had  background  m  music 
educaticm  and  Sunday 
School,  and  Brenda  could 
play  die  piano. 

m  1987,  when  diat 
church  grew  to  die  point  it 
could  support  a  full-time 


gone  l8  mcmdis  widiout  a 
pastcx;  had  lost  aU  but  a 
nandful  of  its  members. 
They  called  Remick  to 


help  them  rebuild. 

Now  the  congregation 
numbers  about  In 
additicm  to  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  and  Sunday  School, 
mere's  Weight  Watchers 


Pinelake  Church  cultivates  global  vision 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


has  choose  between 
to 

serve  the  music 
the  area, 

or  to  concentrate 

nis-  Neese  chose  to  follow  God's  Mexico,  Ukraine,  Belarus,  and 
but  leadership  in  developing  a  mis-  "wherever  the  Lord  leads." 
nis-  sions  strategy  for  the  church.  "We  don't  look  at  Acts  1:8  as 

t>ili-  Forming  a  Missions  Ministry  concentric  circles,  nor  do  we 
ago  Team,  Pinelake  has  channeled  approach  this  passage  sequen- 
ime  much  of  its  energy  into  the  glob-  tially.  We  look  at  these  areas  as 
ons  al  missions  arena.  The  missions  being  reached  simultaneously, 
ministry  mission  statement  with  different  people  express- 
has  reads,  ''^Led  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  ing  their  gifts  and  abilities 
ons  we  will  enable  believers  to  snare  based  on  how  God  leads 
but  the  Gospel  in  word  and  deed."  them,"  said  Neese. 
der  The  congregation  has  been  led  "I  p>ersonally  want  to  lead 
v^el-  to  be  on  mission  with  God  by  people  to  become  actively 
to  using  Acts  1:8  as  a  model.  The  involved  in  missions,"  Neese 
church  sees  the  Ross  Barnett  continued.  "This  ties  in  with 
pie,  ReseiA'oir  as  Jerusalem;  metro  the  'win,  build,  and  send' 
be  Jackson  as  Judea;  Mississippi  responsibility  of  our  church, 
ine,  and  the  U.S.  as  Samaria;  and  the  We  want  to  open  people's  eyes 
ends  of  the  earth  including  to  God's  global  purpose." 


"Look  at  Jesus,"  Neese  said. 
"He  wasn't  exactly  a  world 
traveler,  but  he  intentionally 
discipled  his  followers  to  have 
his  Father's  world  view. 

"He  walked  them  through 
the  very  center  of  Samaria," 
Neese  pointed  out.  "Can  you 
imagine  what  it  was  like  for  a 
bunch  of  Jewish  boys  to  be  in 
that  part  of  the  world?  He  sends 
them  to  town  while  he  talks 
with  the  woman  at  the  well. 
Can  you  imagine  the  conversa¬ 
tions  they  had  after  exposure  to 
those  people  and  that  culture?" 

Pinelake's  desire  for  local  mis¬ 
sions  led  to  the  creation  of 
Mission  Meta>,  a  non-profit  orga¬ 
nization  operating  inside  tne 
^here  of  the  church  to  take  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  to  the  people  in 
Metro  Jackson  and  central 
Mississippi.  Mission  Metro's 
activities  in  2002  include 
Rainbow  Express,  a  summer 
Backyard  Bible  Club  ministry  to 
apartment  complexes  and  parks 
in  Hinds  and  Rankin  Counties. 
"We  found  that  we  couldn't  get 
on  some  properties  as  Pinel^e 
Church,"  said  Neese,  "but  we 
could  as  Mission  Metro.  The 
response  has  been  incredible." 

'What  we  try  to  do  is  take 
our  people  —  volunteers  —  out 
of  the  church,  and  let  them  catch 
the  vision  of  what  God's  doing," 
said  Neese.  "For  instance,  we  ve 
got  a  Sunday  School  class  that, 
at  one  of  our  missions  confer¬ 
ences  last  year,  determined  to 
start  a  ministry  to  a  woman's 
prison  in  Rankin  County.  From 
that,  they're  trying  to  start  a 
ministry  to  those  same  women 
for  when  they're  released." 

Neese  acknowledges  that  not 
everyone  has  the  time  or 
resources  to  participate  in  mis¬ 
sion  trips.  "God  hasn't  called  us 
to  be  in  all  these  places  physical¬ 
ly,"  said  Neese,  ’'but  we  are  all 
c^led  to  either  be  a  sender  or  a 
goer.  Sending  Ccin  involve  many 
different  aspects  of  missions,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  supporting 
mission  causes  finanQally." 

Not  all  churches  can  be  like 
Pinelake,  with  a  pastor  whose 
responsibilities  indude  mission 
work.  When  asked  what  typical 
Mississippi  churches  could  do, 
Neese  replied,  "Ask  God  to  open 
your  eyes  to  see  the  fields  around 
you.  Have  the  faith  to  act  on 
what  God  shows  you  and  that 
God  will  provide  the  resources." 


CP  Missions  fuels  world  evangelism  view 


web:  hUp:// resources. imb.org 

call;  l-800-86<)-.%21 

e-mail:  resource.centert'imb.oig 


2-3  weks  foT  dtitpuy 


Voi  C\N  Ri-.si*<»m>  Ri(;ht  N<m! 

Simplx  \lian’  rlu-Jollow  iiit;  i>ra\vr 

with  Cnhi  in  yonrtiwn  worth: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  (hat  I  need  you. 

(/  have  sinned. f 

2.  I  want  torgiceness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

( I  repent.  > 

3.  I  belies e  Js'sus  died  and  rirse 
from  the  grase  to  forgise  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  \s ith  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  vsanl  to  live  in  a  losing 
relationship  ss  ith  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  iny  Saviitr 
and  ijtrd.) 

Hilt  as  mans  ns  ivt  t  ivt  J  him.  to 
them  he  itiive  the  ri^ht  to  iH-iome 

ehihhen  ot  (loti,  even  to  those  who 
Itelievt  in  ins  name  '.John  I  12 1. 

It  you  make  a  decisit>n  for 
Jesiis  Christ  tinlay.  eontael 
a  Kval  Baptist  ehureh  for 
spiritual  guidance 


•I  fcy 

lOOKWC 


-f^BAPnSTRIES 

HEATERS.  POMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

FREE  I-800-25I  0679 
..  w««  ftbffgtoMthurchprod  com 
neEJtci.sss  aspnsTPv  co 


Just  for  the  Record 


First  Church,  Gulfport,  will 
feature  John  Maxwell,  author; 
Lou  Holtz,  coach;  and  Denis 
WaitleV/  motisational  expert  in 
a  satellite  simulcast  on  April  27, 
from  S-ll  a.m.  For  adoitional 
information,  call  the  church  at 
(22S)  86.3-8501. 


Alta  Woods  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  the 
Mississippi  College  Singers  anej 
Chamber  Choir  in  their  home 
concert  of  the  2002  spring  tour. 
The  concert  will  be  Apt  it  14  at 
6:30  p.m.  For  additional  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  92.5-.3440. 


Marriage  Enrichment 
Weekend,  led  by  Dwight  and 
Kay  (Thomas)  Falkenberry,  will 
be  held  at  Derma  Church, 
Derma,  April  12  and  1.3.  A  can¬ 
dlelight  dinner  will  be  held  at 
6:30  p.m.  on  Friday,  and  sessions 
vsill  continue  on  Saturday 
beginning  at  1  p.m.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information,  call  the 
church  at  {h(s2)  628-5595. 

Cedarview  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  host  the  Geeslin 
Brothers  in  concert  at  h  p.m.  on 
April  20.  Delta  Blue  ss  ill  be  the 
featured  musicians  i>n  Mas  IS 
at  6  p.m.  For  additii>nal  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (662)  895-2661. 


Cleary  Church,  Florence,  will 
bt*  hissting  a  Spring  Celebration 
OJ1  April  14  in  the  10  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.  worship  services.  Guest 
evangelist  ssill  be  Bill  lk>/eman 
of  Mtsbile,  Ala.,  with  his  wife  Ro 
Bozeman,  guest  musician.  For 
additional  information,  contact 
the  church  at  (601)  845-2020. 

The  Flowood  Baptist  Sixth 
Annual  Golf  ToumamenL  spon¬ 
sored  bs  FlowiHid  Church, 
Brandon,  vs  ill  Ix'gin  at  8  a.m.  on 
.\pril  27  at  Willoss  Creek  in 
Brandon,  lor  additional  infor- 
matiiin,  contact  Eddie  CiKik  at 
(hOl)  ‘•)92-.3711  i>r  the  church  at 
((->01)992-f>U>4. 


WML)  ladies  of  Gaston  Church,  Booneville,  realized  many  jof 
their  senior  ladies  didn't  attend  Wednesday  night  servir  es  because 
they  didn't  drive  at  night.  With  this  in  mind,  the  Lurleen  Davis  Bible 
Group  w'as  formed.  Meetings  are  held  the  second  Monday  morning 
of  each  month.  Brenda  Massey  is  WMU  president. 


Their  name  means 

"people  with  no  God. 

This  May,  let's  introduce  them. 


Loving  the 


Family  fun  night  was  held  in  the  gym  at  First  Church,  Maben,  on 
ireh  12.  There  were  57  adults  ana  children  present,  including  the 


March  22.  There  were  57  adults 
Easter  bunny. 


JuarM  of  West  Africal  iBAFn^CO^GENEW^J 


2002  Day  of  Prayer  and  Fasting  .| 

for  World  Evangelization 


William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  has  anncmnced  applica- 
tiem  deadline's  for  the  summer 
and  fall  terms.  Students  inter- 
estc'd  in  attending  WCC  must 
have  their  compleU'd  applica¬ 
tions  turned  into  the 
Admissions  C>ffice  bv  .April  2h 
for  the  summer  and  July  for 
the  fall  term.  The  ness  applica¬ 
tion  deadlines  ensure  that  a  stu¬ 
dent's  paperwork  is  piXK'essed 
.30  clas  s  prior  to  the  first  day  ot 
class.  Rec]uirements  for  admis¬ 


sion  include  the  standard  appli¬ 
cation,  an  immunization  form, 
ACT  or  SAT  scores,  official  high 
schiHrl  transcript,  official  tran¬ 
scripts  from  other  colleges 
attended,  and  a  completed 
FAFS.A  (Free  Applicatimi  K»r 
Fc'deral  Student  Aid)  form 
Admission  packets  are  as,ul- 
aWe  on  the  Fiattic'sBurg  campus 
or  c.in  be  c>btaini\l  bv  calling 
08)1)  318-6103.  (.300)  962-509'! 
ext.  UPi.  or  email  admis- 
sionsciw  mcares.edu. 


It's  Fun!  Great  Workout 

Come  be  a  part  of  the  Healthier  Christian  Weekend! 

Christian  Aerobic 
Resource  Workshop  2002 

*The  Leading  Edge...  A  Healthier,  Balanced  Body" 

Boot  Comp... Christian  Yoga  .  Step  and  Floor  Aerobics.. .Pilotcs 

Friday,  May  3,  2002  5-10  p.m. 

Saturday,  May  4,  2002  8-12:30 
First  Baptist  Church  -  Christian  Life  Center 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

Cost/Registration... 


4  weeks  prior  to  event 
3  weeks  prior  to  event 
1  to  2  weeks  prior  to  events 
At  the  door 


$99 

$109 

$119 

$130 


For  more  information  please  call  the  Christian  Life  Center  at 
(601)  949-1945  or  1947. 


Ai’rm  11,2002- 


Till  B Artist  Rhuku 


Staff  Changes 


Solkan  spreading  Gospel  in  'foreign  land 


UNCOLN,  Neb.  (BP)  —  Vitaly  Solkan 
was  at  his  job  in  Estonia  in  1988  when  his 
supervisor  came  up  to  him  and  said  stime- 
one  needed  to  speak  with  him. 

Outside,  stanoing  near  a  black  car,  in  dark 
suits,  two  men 
appnuched  the  wary 


ugees,  Vitaly  because  a  man  such  as  Solkan,  with  his 
America  and  gregarious  personality,  contagious  smile 
1989.  and  his  heartfelt  desire  to  tell  everyone  he 

a,  and  their  meets  about  Jesus  —  it  was  not  long  before 
T  died  at  an  he  had  helped  organize  a  church  that 
e  in  Estonia),  included  other  Russian-born  Christian 
kans  arrived  immigrants.  Through  witnessing,  meeting 
aska  with  a  new  immigrants  at  the  airport  on  their  first 
lothes,  no  day  in  the  country,  this  church  now  has 
and  without  130  members  and  is  known  as  the  First 
ity  to  speak  Slavic  Baptist  Church  and  meets  in 
Southview  s  facilities  each  week, 
ig  to  the  A  multitude  of  people  like  the  Scilkans 

>Ikan  said,  "I  are  arriving  in  Lincoln  each  year,  many  in 
no  English,  the  same  situation.  Reaching  these  new 
?  Lord,  give  groims  with  the  Gospel  is  a  challenge  for 
tongue."  the  Eastern  Nebraska  A.ssociation. 

ted  by  the  Covering  the  state's  two  largest  cities, 

an  Catholic  Lincoln  and  Omaha,  mission  work  with 
in  Lincoln,  nearly  a  dozen  different  language  groups 
was  told  he  in  these  cities  is  a  formidable  task,  but  a 
attend  that  task  that  is  being  prayerfully  tackled, 
or  he  would  "Our  church  start  work  team  is  praying 
given  help,  for  the  Lord  to  open  up  a  church  start 
?re,  however,  movement  among  our  congregations," 
ilone  in  unfa-  Smith  said.  "We  pray  for  the  Eioly  Spirit  to 
create  a  hunger  among  our  people  to  start 
;e,  a  member  new  churches." 

t  the  Solkan  Over  12  years  later,  Solkan  is  still  enthu- 
:ame  to  their  siastic  about  his  journey  to  the  United 
of  Southview  States  and  continues  to  help  others  reach 
T>  get  settled,  the  various  language, groups  for  the  Lord, 
aing  English,  "1  like  to  talk  to  ^)ple  about  Jesus,"  he 
\f  life  in  the  affirmed  with  his  .still  heavy  Russian  accent. 

"1  pray  for  God  to  open  my  mind  and  tell  me 
ere  however,  how  to  talk  to  people  abtiut  Jesus. ’’ 


NOBTS  to 
revise  doctoral 
program 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Revisions  to  the  doctor  of  phi¬ 
losophy  program  at  New 
Orleans  S^inary  have  been 
approved  by  trustees  in  an 
effort  to  be  more  responsive 
to  students'  needs  and 
enhance  the  academic  quali¬ 
ty  of  the  p^ram. 

The  revisions  to  the  Ph.D. 
program  were  the  product  of  a 
faculty  committee  that 
work^  more  than  a  year 
stuping  the  top  accredited 
Ph.D.  programs  in  religion. 
The  committee,  headed  by 
seminary  provost  Steve 
Lemke,  made  the  recom¬ 
mended  changes  after  receiv¬ 
ing  input  from  current  doctor¬ 
al  students  and  faculty. 

In  another  move  to  be 
more  student-friendly,  the 
doctoral  admissions  commit¬ 
tee  now  will  meet  sooner  in 
the  year  so  that  doctoral  can¬ 
didates  can  learn  of  their 
acceptance  earlier,  Ray  said. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  NOBTS  Office  of 
Research  Doctoral  FVograms  at 
1-800-NOBTS-01  or  (504)  816- 
8010;  fax,  (504)  816-8039;  or 
e-mail,  phd#'rK)bts.edu.  “ 


Solkan 


First  Church,  Newton,  has  East 


Eiid  Church,  cial  ser\'ice  began  at 
Columbus,  will  honor  Jerry  with  introduction  of  I 
Haley,  pastor  for  eight  years,  special  guests  and  pr 
with  a  noon  luncheon  and  a  of  gifts  to  Snell  anc 
ser\’ice  at  1:15  p.m.  Haley  will  Shirley.  After  the  ser- 
retire  on  April  28  and  will  be  vice,  dinner  was 
moving  to  Baker,  Fla.  served  and  a  recep¬ 

tion  was  held  in  the 
Palmer  Church,  Benton-  Family  Life  Center. 
Tippah  Association,  has  called  Snell  also  served  as 
Thomas  M.  Belcher  as  pastor,  pastor  of  Sturgis 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Samford  Church,  Sturgis,  and 
Upiyersiw  and  Beeson  First  Church,  Jena, 
Divinity  School  in  Homevvcxid,  La.  The  Snells  are 
Ala.  His  previous  place  of  ser-  now  residirw  in 
vice  was  Bethlehem  Church,  Chattantx>ga,  Tenn. 
Dilwyn,  Va. 

First  Church, 
Summerland  Church,  Durant,  has  called 
Taylorsville,  has  recently 
called  Mark  Farris  as  pastor. 

He  previously  served  as  youth 
minister  at  Petal  Harvey 
Church,  Petal. 

Oak  Grove,  Lake,  has  called 
Keith  McGee  as  pastor,  effec¬ 
tive  Feb.  10.  A  native  of  Scott 
County,  McGee  is  a  graduate  of 
Belha\'en  College,  Jackst>n. 

John  Ed  Snell  retired  on 
March  17  after  serv’ing  27  years 
at  Utica  Church,  Utica.  A  spe- 


Matt  Brady  as  pastor  effective 
Jan.  27.  He  previously  served  as 
associate  pastor  and  youth  min¬ 
ister  at  Merton  Avenue  Church, 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Brady  received 

^his  education  at 
Howard  Payne 
University, 
Brownwooa, 
Texas,  and  Mid- 
America 
Seminary, 
Germantown, 
Tenn.  His  wife, 
Beth,  is  teaching 
GAs  and  serving 
as  the  2002 
director. 


called  Leroy  Brewer  as  pastor 
effective  March  17.  A  native  of 
Stark\  ille,  Brewer  received  his 
education  at  Southwest 
College,  Mississippi  State 
University,  Trinity  ^minary, 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
His  previous  place  of  ser\’ice 
was  First  Church,  Fannin. 


James  L.  Fletcher,  pastor  of 
Friendship  Church, 

Columbus,  for  nine  years,  will 
retire  on  April  7,  He  has 
^rved  52  years  in  the  min¬ 
istry.  A  special  ser\’ice  recog¬ 
nizing  Fletcher  and  his  wife 
Nell,  will  be  held  at  2  p.m. 


The  Bradys 


MEADOWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

AMORY,  MI.SSI.SSIPPI 
Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 


General  Mortgage  Bonds 


l.ssiw  Date:  Apnl  2.^.  2002 
Interest  Rates  Range 
fn>m  .V859I  to  7..m 


EARN 
UP  TO 


Bond  Maturity  Range  -  6  months  to  14  years.  Bonds  are  available  in 
multiples  of  $250.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  self-directed 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

Thi\  antumneement  i.i  nrtihrr  an  offer  nt*r  a  soia'itauon  of  an  offer  to  hu\.  The  offer  is  mark 
hy  prvspeftus  imly.  tor  more  information  about  this  bond  issue,  obtain  a  prospectus,  which 
describes  all  of  the  particulars  of  this  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully  before  you  invest  or 
send  money  Alt  brmds  are  offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  prior  sate. 


For  Additional  htformalton  Contact 

Ms.  Julia  Field 
At  the  church  office 
(662)  25&-S616 
msJulia@tsixroads.net 


Check 


733  North  State  Street 
Jactuon.  MS  39202 


chiirchesofinississippi.com 
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»li»»ilrn  Wmtum 
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REUNION  PLANNED 
Editor: 

Camp  Lakeside,  located  in 
Tallahatchie  County  and  cur¬ 
rently  run  by  the  North  Central 
Association,  will  host  a  former 
staff  reunion  on  May  4  for  any 
former  counselors,  directors, 
chairmen,  or  ctxiks  who  have 
worked  at  the  camp  since  its 
beginnings  in  the  1960s.  Please 
contact  the  current  chair¬ 
man/director,  Ben  Kennedy,  at 
(662)  647-8878  for  details. 

Ben  Kennedy 

Charleston 


SICKENED 

Editor: 

As  1  read  the  ongoing  banter 
over  Rivercrest  Fellowship  and 
the  hiring  of  a  female  pastor,  1  am 
sickened  over  the  incredible 
ignorance  of  her  fundamentalist 
detractors.  They  quote  Paul's 
advice  to  Timothy  aixiut  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  a  minister  but  fail  to 
understand  or  avoid  the  concept 
that  in  the  first  century  a  woman 
had  no  status,  she  could  bamly 
inherit  her  dead  husband's  pm{> 
erty,  she  couldn't  testify  in  court, 
and  her  male  children  were*  the 
only  guarantee  that  she  wouldn't 
starve  on  the  streets  if  catastixv 
phe  struck  —  very  similar  to  the 
way  women  were  treated  in 
Afghanistan  recently  under  the 
Taliban.  Under  those  circum¬ 
stances  why  would  Paul  waste 
his  breath  instructing  Timothy 
on  what  the  qualifications  of  a 
woman  pastor  would  be? 


after  much  prayer  and  delibera¬ 
tion  decided  that  the  best  man 
for  the  job  was  a  woman.  You 
need  to  lay  aside  your  favored 
controversies  and  bigotries,  get 
on  your  knees,  and  desire  to 
become  what  the  Word  of  God 
would  have  you  become. 

Ed  Williamson 

Canon  City,  Co. 


THANKS  FOR  SUPPORT 


Editor: 

Please  may  I  express  my 
most  sincere  gratitude  for  the 
many  kindnesses  and  thought¬ 
ful  deeds  extended  to  our  fami¬ 
ly  during  Guy's  illness  and 
death.  We  have  been  over¬ 
whelmed  to  realize  the  number 
of  friends  he  had  and  the 
impact  he  had  on  so  many 
lives.  Words  just  aren't  ade¬ 
quate  to  express  our  thanks. 

Guy  gave  his  life,  literally,  to 
the  Lord  and  he  enjoyed  his 
years  of  ser\'ice  in  all  the  various 
areas  in  which  God  allowed  him 


cover  of  Scripture  in  this  case, 
especially  since  Paul  wrote  Gal. 
3:28.  1  especially  despise  the 
slander  concerning  Rivercrest 
Fellowship  and  the  desire  to 
disfellowsnip  them.  These  folks 
are  not  liberal!  They  debated  on 
their  need  for  a  minister  and 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE;  60  cents  per  word,  mmimoni  erf  ten  words;  rtvaxinnum  erf  fifty  words.  Cash  with 
order  except  on  contrad  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phorw  number  in' 
word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WRITTEN  AOS  ACCETTED. 


to  work.  Preaching  was  his 
^atest  calling,  ancf  preach  he 
aid  from  the  smallest  of  rural 
churches  to  large  urban  church¬ 
es  to  thatched-roof  churches  in 
Korea  and  bamboo-walled 
churches  in  the  Philippines.  May 
his  message  of  God's  redeeming 
love  continue  through  the  lives 
of  thttse  who  come  behind  him. 

Lois  Henderson 

Clinton 


IN  AGREEMENT 
Editor; 

We  are  writing  to  express 
our  agreement  with  a  response 
Sammy  Burns,  pastor  of 
Cedar  Bluff  Church,  in  the 
March  7  issue.  In  his  response 
Bums  was  disagreeing  with  a 
previous  editorial  in  the 
Februaiy  21  issue,  which  stat¬ 
ed,  "Baptists  have  been 
adamantly  opposed  to  creedal- 
ism,  virtually  since  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  our  faith."  Bums 
pointed  out,  "Baptists  began  as 


ft' 


a  creedal  (or  confesakinal)  peo- 
le,"  and  that  the  book,  A 
istory  of  Mississippi  Baptists, 
gives  "several  examples  of 
creedal'  confessions  of  faidi 
from  the  first  churches  and 
associations  in  our  state." 

It  is  our  belief  that  if  we  as 
Southern  B^tists  knew  and 
understood  raptist  history  we 
would  find  our  roots  in  the 
Reformation.  From  these  earlv 
Protestants  came  confessions  of 
what  they  believed.  The  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  earlier  confessions 
nave  not  changed;  we  ha\e. 
The  Baptist  Faim  and  Message 
of  2000  is  an  excellent  standard 
of  confession,  which  articulates 
our  briefs  in  biblical  truth.  Are 
we  as  church  members  aware 
that  vre  have  a  confession,  and 
do  we  know  what  it  says? 

In  our  free-for-all  socieW, 
doctrinal  creeds  are  great 
instruments  with  which  to 
stake  our  claim  of  faith  and 
trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Rex  &  Faye  McCord 
Terry 


Revival  Dates 


New  Sardis,  Mount  Olive: 
April  21-24;  Sunday,  10:45 
a.m.,  lunch,  and  1:15  p.m.  ser¬ 
vice;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

Charles  Burnham,  Magee, 
evangelist;  Shelby  and  Barbara 
Colson,  Magee,  music;  James 
Garner,  pastor. 

Cedarview,  Olive  Branch: 
.April  21-24;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m., 
ntxin  luncheon,  and  7  p.m.; 
Fundamentalists,  you  canni>t — M<in.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Paul  E. 
hide  your  gender  bias  under  the  Brown,  Coalova,  Tenn.,  evange¬ 
list;  Phillip  Willis,  Batcxi  Rouge, 
Ixi.,  music;  Robert  IXittley,  pastor. 


First,  Sumrall:  April  14-19; 
Sunday,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  W.  D.  "Step" 
Martin,  evangelist;  Hubert  Gnvr, 
music;  Glenn  Davis,  pastor. 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO  Custom 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair 
-  Columbusdackson- (877)  477-1899. 
PEARL  RIVER  GLASS  STUDIO,  INC.. 
(8(X))  771-3639;  www.prgs.com.  New 
stained  glass  church  windows,  repair 
and  restoration,  baptistery  murals. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING 

COMPANY,  INC.  -  Old  bibles 
rebound,  also  church  bulletins  and 
hymnals.  For  more  information  call 
(662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455- 
4743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone 
Ave.  CreenwoexI,  MS  38930. 

FOR  SALE:  THEATER  STYLE  SEATS. 
Community  theater  recently  renovat¬ 
ed  seating  area  and  bought  twice  as 
many  seats  as  needed.  We  have 
approximately  300  fully  disassem¬ 
ble  used  seats.  Contact  Brookhaven 
Little  Theater  representatives  at  either 
(601)643-8321  or  (601)  833-3351. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair. 
Call  1-800-368-2705  or  Fax  illustra¬ 
tions  to  (601)  483-7958. 


SEEKING  FT  MINISTER  OF  STU¬ 
DENTS  (children  &  youth).  Send 
resume's  to  Sc'.irch  Committc'e,  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  173, 
Glennwcxxf,  AR  71943. 

CROUPS  FOR  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
p<ickagcM;  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
(with  tickets,  lodging,  recrc*alion,  and 
meals),  see  www.kellersresort.com  or 
call  (479)  253-8418. 

BRANSON,  MO,  CONDO  -  Smoke- 
free;  no  pels;  walk-in.  Sleeps  six;  total¬ 
ly  furnished  —  2BD  2BA.  Rcxluced 
rates;  groups  welcomed.  Anniversary 
Specials.  (662)  74E>-4632. 
EQUIPMENT  SOLUTIONS-DESICN, 
sales,  and  installation  of  commercial 
cooking  c*quip.,  refrigeration,  and  ice 
makers  for  church  kitchens.  Contact 
Richard  at  (662)  32 1  -0058. 
ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
insurance  call  (662)  568-3482. 
PARADISE  LANES  -  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  lock-in,  group  rates, 
fund  raisers,  and  leagues.  Located  at 
820  Crxjper  Road,  lackson,  MS  (601) 
372-7700. 


Farmhaven,  Canton:  April 
12-14;  Friday  and  Saturday,  7 

f).m.;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m., 

unch,  and  6  p.m.;  Grant 
McElveen,  Puckett,  evangelist; 
Mickey  Gentry,  Pontotex:, 
music;  June  McKee,  Clinton, 

Pianist;  Terrie  Paulson, 
armhaven  Church,  keyboard; 
Charles  Gentry,  pastor. 

Springfield,  Carthage:  April 
14-1/;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 

?.m.;  Mon.-Vwd.,  7  p.m.;  Hubert 
ates,  Neshoba  County,  evange¬ 
list;  Stan  W.  Tucker,  pastor. 

Meadowview,  Starkville: 
April  14-18;  Sunday,  10:15  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  10 
a.m.  ana  7  p.m.;  Charles  Smith, 
evangelist;  Shawn  Bigham, 
music;  Ronnie  Hatfield,  pastor. 

Trinity,  Laurel:  April  21-24; 
Sundav,  10:30  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Wayne 


Dubose,  Minden,  La.,  e%'ange- 
list;  Texid  Dubose,  Lucedale, 
music;  Tom  Bcx>ne,  pastor. 


Ridglea 

Escatawpa: 


Heights, 
April  21-24; 


•  r 

Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Greg 
Potts,  Vancleave,  guest  speaker; 
Brad  Day,  Agricola,  music; 
Steve  Cirlot,  pastor. 

South  McComb,  McComb: 
April  14-17;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Sonny  Adkins,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
evangelist;  Tim  .Morrison, 
Monticello,  music;  Ted  Bowlin, 
pastor. 

Pinckney,  Union:  April  21- 
24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon  -Wea.,  7  p.m.;  Di>n  Taylor, 
Conehatta,  evangelist;  Marion 
Felton,  Lake,  music;  Mike 
Fondren,  Sr.,  pastor. 


MS  POSITIONS  Availabu 


PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  Harrison 
C(xjnty.  Send  resumes  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  Robinwcxxl  Baptist  Churth, 
P.O.  Box  580,  Saucier,  MS  39574. 

ALTA  WOODS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 
set'king  a  Kindergartim/Daycare 
Director.- Resumes  may  be  sent  to  168 
Colonial  Drive,  lackson,  MS  39204. 
PART-TIME  CHURCH  SECRETARY 
NEEDED:  people,  computer,  and  clerical 
skills  required.  Please  serxl  resume  to 
5199  Lakeland  Drive,  Flowood,  MS 
39232  or  fax  to  (601)  992-4242. 
CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  in 
Sunday  Schrxil  seeks  full-tinx?  minister 
of  music  and  ycxjth  or  bi-vocational 
minister  of  music.  Please  serxl  resunrx? 
to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old 
Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180;  or  fax 
to  (601 1  636-7574. 

FAITH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  lackson  is 

seeking  a  part-tinx'  staff  member  for  a 
unique  home  boorxf  ministry  for  mem¬ 
bers  arxl  the  neighbodxxxl.  For  rrxxe 
information,  contact  Dr.  Greg  Wolfe, 
P.O.  Box  13675,  lackson,  MS  39236, 
Phone  (601)368-2983. 


MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Grxxlman,  MS  -  seeking  a  bi-stxatkxval 
(X  full-time  pastor.  Mease  send  resume' 
to:  Pastor  Search  Committee,  Main 
Street  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  206. 
Goodman.  MS  390794)206. 
CHILDREN'S  DIREOOR  NEEDED 
Part-time  position.  SerxJ  restjme'  to: 
2875  Oak  Eorest  Dr.,  lackson,  MS  39212 
-  Attn:  Pexsonrx?!  Committee. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  GLEN¬ 
DALE,  Hattiesburg,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
music  minister  arxl  part-time  vouth  min¬ 
ister,  or  a  full-time  minister  of 
youth/music.  Serxl  resume  to  20  )ohn 
Kinnard  Loop,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401  or 
fax  (601)544-0415 

EXECLFTIVE  ADMINISTRATOR  ASSIS¬ 
TANT  POSITION  AVAILABLE  -  Caowing 
church  in  Rankin  County  seeking  an 
Executive  Administrative  AssistarX  fcx  their 
musK  ministry.  Applicanls  must  possess 
good  organizational,  computer,  arxi  peo¬ 
ple  skills.  Music  krxrwiedge  arxl  experi- 
erxe  is  a  plus.  Qualified  appIxarNs.  please 
fax  resume'  arxl  salary  requiremerxs  to 
(601)  825-2599  today,  Attn:  Kathy  Wolfe. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  he  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  he  used. 

Each  corresporrdent  must  inc  lude 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  veritlcation.  In  special  instarK  e< 
name  may  he  withheld  at  writers 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  nanu-  ol  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  /Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  rec  eive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.! 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  .Ml  corresporKlence  is 
subjec  t  to  editing. 

C.orrespondcmts  should  retrain 
irexn  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  liHters  to  the'  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  nec  essarily  retied  the 
x  iecss  of  the  Mississififii  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  mcHe  than  one'  letter  from  any 
individual  will  he  printed  eluring 
a  thrcc'-month  peried. 

iVhen  in  the  judgement  ot  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  reced  ed 
sufficient  attentiem,  correspon- 
elemce  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effec  t. 
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The  Baptisi  Relcwd 


Wedgwood  dedicates  memorial  to  victims 


Kathy  Jo  (Brown) 
Rogers,  who  remar¬ 
ried  last  year  and  is 
expecting  a  child,  said 
she  has  learned  much 
about  God  through 
Shawn's  death.  She 
had  to  learn  to  trust 
God  fully  since  the 
shooting,  she  said. 

"1  never  really  had 
to  trust  God  with 
something  1  didn't 
understand.  1  had  to 
learn  that  Gcxl  is  sover¬ 
eign  and  d(x*sn't  waste 
anything."  ' 

Rogers  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  scholarship 
fund  at  Stiuthwestem 
Seminarv  in  memory  of 
her  late  husband. 

Stan  and  Stephanie 
Jones  returned  from 
Saudi  Arabia  to 
remember  their 

daughter.  They  dis- 


Bibliocipher 

Bv  Charles  M.i/^ 
cofyyrifiht  2002 


LNC  FTBOO  PVLNCTCLN 


LNC  ESUPCT  EBACIN;  DKL 


LNC  PUTA  UE  UKT  EUA 


ONBSS  OLBRA  EUT  CJCT. 


VOBVBN  EUTLM:  CVFNL 


due:  F  =  G 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse 
has  been  encoded  by  letter  sub¬ 
stitution.  The  same  letter  is  substi¬ 
tuted  throughout  the  puzzle. 
Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Mark  Five: 
Thirty-Four. 


estly  stand  before  reporters  and  say  that  we  candle  of  remembrance  and  hope. 


BIBLE 

CORIFEBENCE 


DB.  JOdN  PHILUPS 


Crusades, 
when  Muslims 
were  slaugh¬ 
tered  by  the 
thousands." 

Ultimately, 
it  was  a 
friend's  invita¬ 
tion  to  attend  a 
revival  service 
at  a  Baptist  church  thiat  provided 
"  ■  an  opportunity  to 

1  and  accept  God's 
gift  of  ^Iv'ation  in  Jesus.  His 
other  brother,  Erdem,  received 
CEirist  soon  after,  and  Emir  was 
later.  Those  deci- 
prompted  their  father  to 


DR.  JOHN  PHILLIPS 

is  a  nationally  known  author 
and  teacher,  best  known  for 
his  commentaries  oh  the 
Bible.  He  was  with  the  Moody 
Bible  Institute  for  25  years. 
He  now  travels  all  over  the 
world  as  an  itinerant  preacher. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  sought 
after  Bible  teachers  of  our  day. 


fessor  of  church  Eusto- 
ry  and  Anabaptist 


Emir  Caner 

em  Seminar  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,  admit  ; 
that  the  work  was  far  Ergun  Caner 
from  "a  labor  of  love."  hear  the  gc«pel 
Raised  in  a  strict 
Muslim  home,  the 
Caner  boys  admired 
their  Turkish  father  saved  a  year 
even  after  his  parents  sions  [ 
divorced  after  mov-  disown  Eiis  ^ns. 
ingtoOhio.  They  par-  Since  1982,  Emir  cuid  Ergyn 
ticipated  in  daily  Caner  have  preached  and  taught 
prayers,  celebrated  at)out  Islam,  sharing  a  desire  for 
Ramadan,  and  read  salvation  among  the  1.2  billion 


APRIl,  2  1st  -  24th 

SUND.^Y  SliRVICElS 
lO:  If)  A  M.  &  7;(X)  P.M. 
MONDAY  -  WPDNliSDAY 
12  iKKin  (l.uiK'h  ProvkR'd)  &  7:(X)  PM 
Sillem  Heights  is  kx  ated  G  miles 
west  of  Injure!  r)n  Hwy  84. 

(601)  763-7571 


EXCUN  mbhmit  CANim 
Emik  Fbthi  Cansk 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Evidences  of  a  genuine  religion 

Amos  4:1-6:14 


I  worship  centers.  Their  within.  The  congregation  was 
I  worship  was  false  and  singing,  "Where  ne  leads  me  1 
I  meaningless,  a  ritualism  will  follow,"  "1  Surrender  All," 
I  which  resulted  in  spiri-  and  "My  Jesus,  I  Love  Thee."  A 
I  tual  blindness  and  social  passerby  asked  the  Devil  why 
B  I  injustice.  If  their  wor-  ne  didn't  go  in  and  disrupt  the 
F  I  ship  had  been  genuine,  ser\dce.  "Doesn't  worship  like 
it  would  have  made  a  this  frighten  you?"  he  asked, 
difference  in  their  daily  The  Devil  assured  him  that  he 
living.  wasn't  at  all  disturbed,  and  was 

1  God  twice  said,  "Seek  heard  to  say,  "They're  praising 

me  and  live."  The  great  God  on  Sunday,  tney'Il  be  all 
implication  here  is  that  true  life  right  on  Monday,  it's  just  a  little 
and  real  living  comes  only  as  h^t  they've  acquired!" 
we  seek  GocT  This  is  not  a  In  chapter  five,  vv.  10-15, 
Sunday  morning  seeking;  it  is  a  Amos  condemns  the  people  of 
daily  seeking,  even  a  minute  by  Israel  for  their  treatment  of  the 
minute  seekmg.  poor.  He  condemns  the  judges 

Tradition  is  not  necessarily  for  bribery,  and  pronounces 
to  be  equated  with  God.  Man  God's  jucigement  on  them, 
does  not  always  find  God  in  the  Their  sins  were  so  great  that 
traditional  ways.  God  is  always  they  would  never  erijoy  the 
God,  but  he  reveals  himself  in  fruits  of  their  labor,  for  they 
many  wonderful  ways.  If  we  had  come  by  them  dishonestly, 
only  seek  him  through  tradi-  Again,  he  exhorts  them  to 
tion,  then  we  could  be  missing  seek  the  Lord  and  live.  It  is  only 
out  on  some  wonderful  revela-  after  seeking  the  Lord,  fully 
tions  of  God!  giving  our  hearts  to  him,  that 

Ponder  this  illustration  from  we  will  produce  the  fruit  of  the 
an  unknown  source:  On  a  cer-  Spirit  (see  Galatians  5:22). 
tain  Sunday  morning  the  Devil  What  does  God  require?  In 

fiassed  a  church  ana  paused  to  condemning  the  ritualistic 
isten  to  the  songs  coming  from  practices  of  the  people  of  Israel, 


Amos'  words  from  God  were 
positive,  not  negative  in  his 
solution.  It  was  not  what  they 
should  not  do,  but  what  they 
should  be  willing  to  do.  Amos 
5:24  s^s  that  justice  should 
pour  forth  from  them  like 
waters.  This  can  only  come 
about  after  a  genuine  seeking 
after  God  and  his  heart. 

Religion  has  failed  this 
nation.  They  had  allowed  for¬ 
malism  and  idolatry  to  enter 
their  worship  and,  as  a  result, 
injustice  ana  righteousness  to 
enter  their  hearts.  Their  religion 
had  been  a  failure  —  con¬ 
demned  by  God  himself.  It  had 
brought  death  instead  of  life 
and  darkness  rather  than  light. 
Israel  could  not  escap>e  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  her  sin. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  lesson 
certainly  can  be  applied  to  the 
individual,  although  it  was 
given  to  a  nation.  We  need  to 
come  in  rejjentance  and  faith  to 
a  Holy  God  through  a  genuine 
and  sincere  relationship  with 
him.  This  will  not  only  trans¬ 
form  an  individual,  but  a  nation. 

Gunn  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi. 


By  Sandra  Gunn 


In  chapter  four,^^^H| 
:er  God  had  disci- 

How  utterly  depressing  it  plined  them  in  many  Gu 
must  have  been  for  Amos  to  forms,  he  says  five 
continue  preaching  God's  mes-  times,  "yet  you  have  not 
sage  of  judgement  to  a  disobe-  retuni«d  to  me."  Then  comes 
dient  F»^ple.  Yet  he  persevered  the  profound  statement, 
because  it  was  God  s  message  "Prepa«  to  meet  your  God,  O 
given  to  him  to  proclaim.  It  was  Israel."^'This  statement  is  jar- 
not  Amos'  message.  He  was  ring,  the  most  important 
only  the  messenger,  answering  preparation  we  will  ever  make 
God's  call  on  his  life.  is  to  meit  him! 

Amos  was  primarily  speak-  Anuis  begins  a  lamentation 
ing  to  the  people  of  his  day.  over  ^ael  in  chapter  five. 
God  inspired  Amos  to  read  the  Usual^  a  lamentation  comes 
signs  of  his  own  time.  This  is  after  a  tfreat  calamity  to  express 
not  to  say  that  the  message  of  grief,  mit  in  this  case,  Amos 
Amos  carmot  be  applied  to  our  seemed?  sure  that  God  would 
day  —  but  his  first  responsi-  punish  Israel,  so  he  grieved  as 
bility  was  to  the  needs  of  thougftshe  had  already  fallen. 
God's  people  in  the  eighth  The  sin  of  Israel  is  described 
century  B.C.  This  message  by  sonie  commentaries  as  ritu- 
may  not  speak  specifically  to  alism  with  no  heart.  Sound 
our  age,  but  it  definitely  familia*?  There  was  no  sincere 
speaks^of  our  age.  and  true  worship  in  any  of  their 


may  have  it  abundant-  tual  strength  so  Christ  can  19b).  Let's  clear  up  some  possi- 
ly.'  The  point  is  clear-  make  his  home  in  them,  ble  confusion  to  tne  phrase  "be 
God  wants  to  richly  Second,  believers  should  con-  filled  to  the  measure  of  all  the 
bless  or  reward  those  stantly  be  rooting  themselves  in  fullness  of  God." 
who  are  obedient  to  him.  love  so  they  can  have  a  deeper  This  phrase  does  not  mean 
The  passage  is  broken  understanaing  of  God's  love  in  we  can  or  one  day  will  become 
into  four  sections.  The  Jesus  Christ.  divine.  It  does  describe  the  full 

first  section  deals  with  Believers  do  not  take  these  blessings  that  God  can  give  his 

the  Father  who  blesses  steps  themselves  or  on  their  people.  In  this  section,  the  main 
(w.  14-15).  In  beginning  own  initiative.  Only  God  can  emjjhasis  is  that  Paul  prayed 
his  second  prayer  for  his  initiate  and  carry  out  these  for  his  readers  to  receive  the 
Brumfield  readers,  Paul  empha-  steps  in  l^lievers.  unlimited  blessings  that  God 

sized  that  God  is  the  Notice  that  "dwell"  (v.  17)  wanted  to  give  th^. 
is  all  that  Father  of  all  his  people.  means  to  live  permanently  in  a  The  fourth,  and  last,  section 

These  verses  state  that  the  certain  place  or  to  be  at  home,  is  the  assurance  of  God's  bless- 
"whole  family  in  heaven  and  Thus,  the  request  for  Christ  to  ings  (w.  20-21).  Here,  let's  get 
on  the  earth"  derives  its  name  "dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith"  ri^t  down  to  the  p>oint  of  this 
^  from  God  the  Father.  Therefore,  refers  to  Christ's  dwelling  section.  The  main  point  is  that 

Christianity  "^d  they  certainly  if  God  the  Father  is  the  Father  more  fully  in  believers.  It  does  Paul  was  confident  that  God 

.  r _ of  believers,  and  if  we  get  bless-  not  refer  to  Christ's  coming  in  not  only  had  the  power  to  grant 

i  ings  from  above,  then  our  salvation.  the  requests  he  made  here,  but 

(liehce  the  earthly  blessings  come  from  Now,  you  may  say,  "This  is  he  also  was  confident  that  God 

our  heavenly  Father.  all  good  and  well,  but  how  had  the  power  to  do  even  more 

The  second  section  is  the  does  it  apply  to  my  life?"  The  than  the  apostle  could  ask  or 
steps  to  God's  blessings  (w.  16-  answer  is  very  simple:  believ-  imagine. 

19a).  The  Greek  text  shows  that  ers  who  want  to  experience  Now  for  the  application: 
"Remember  that  tremendous  these  verses  identify  two  sue-  more  of  God's  blessings  need  to  God  can  do  more  than  we  ask 
Bible  promise  of  the  Lord  Jesus  cessive  steps  to  experiencing  be  strengthened  spintually  so  and  he  blesses  us  with  abun- 
Ch^b  "I  have  come  that  they  more  of  the  blessings  or  they  can  be  grounaed  in  God's  dant  rewards  as  we  walk  in 
may  have  life,  and  have  it  to  the  rewards  that  God  wants  to  give  love  in  Christ.  obedience  to  him. 

full"  (John  10:10;  NIV).  One  to  believers.  The  third  section  is  the  limit-  Brumfield  is  interim  pastor  of 

translation  puts  it  "that  they  First,  believers  receive  spiri-  lessness  of  God's  blessings  (v.  Goodwater  Church,  Forest. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Experiencing  God's  blessings 

Ephesians  3:14-21 
By  Robin  Brumfield 


such  aiB^lvation  and 
assuralie  of  ejterruty 
in  heayi^. 

Somebelievers  think 

Paul's  second  prayer  in  this  is  everything  be 
Ephesians  in  whicn  he  asked  a  Christian  involves 
that  his  readers  would  e>q>eri-  God  is  interested  in  doing  for 
ence  the  fullness  of  God's  them.  Others  think  that  a  few 
blessings.  The  emphasis  is  on  blessings  are  enough.  They  do 
experiencing  the  full  range  of  not  want  to  get  too  involve  in 
blessings  that  God  wants  to  • 

give  his  people.  do  not  want  to  become  fematical 

There  are  a  number  of  rea-  alx)ut  it.  God  desperately  yearns 

sons  why  believers  do  not  for  believers  to  expeil -  ll.- 

experience  God's  blessings,  but  full  remge  of  his  blessings,  and 
they  all  center  around  one  com-  he  overwhelmingly  wants  to 
mon  cause.  That  cause  is  dis-  richly  reward  them  to  their  full 
obedience.  One  easy  way  to  be  capacity, 
obedient  is  to  ask  yourself,  in  "  ‘  ‘ 

all  of  life's  situations,  what 
would  Jesus  do  if  he  were  here 
right  now  and  then  do  it! 

Many  adults  receive  only  a 
very  few  of  God's  blessings. 


r  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Ail  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
J  _!l  photographs  are  sut^ect  to  crop- 


and  all  photographs  are  sut^ect  to  crop- 
pmg.  News  items  and/or  photographs 
can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 
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